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The Licensing Support 
Network (LSN)

Margie Janney
Atomic Safety & Licensing Board Panel
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Objectives

Mission of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC)
Purpose of the Licensing Support 
Network (LSN)
Navigating around the LSN
Search strategies
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NRC Mission

Independent agency
Regulates civilian use of nuclear 
materials
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 
Panel (ASLBP) conducts all 
licensing and other hearings as 
directed by the Commission
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Purpose of the LSN

Built by the NRC
Responds to Congressional mandate
• 10 C.F.R. 2, Subpart J
• 3 years for Yucca Mountain proceeding

Document discovery
• All parties’ relevant documents accessible

www.lsnnet.gov
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Purpose of the LSN (cont.)

Documents provided in electronic format 
with bibliographic header
Web portal, not a repository
Search engine
Points to documents on participants’ web 
servers
Includes bibliographic headers, 
searchable full text, and some images
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NRC operates central LSN search site
Participants maintain their file collection
Parties and potential parties:
• State of Nevada
• Affected Units of Local Government
• Tribal Interests
• Nevada Nuclear Waste Task Force
• U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
• U.S. Department of Energy
• Nuclear Industry

Who’s Involved
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Certification Timing

DOE  = license application 
submission no earlier than 6 
months after its LSN certification
NRC = no later than 30 days 
after DOE
All others = no later than 90 days 
after DOE
Continue loading
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Documents Currently 
Online

More than 1,300,000 documents online
Participants online:
• Churchill County
• Clark County
• DOE
• Eureka County
• Lander County
• Las Vegas

“Grayed out” until certification:
• Nye County

Connecting soon:
• Nevada

• Lincoln County
• Mineral County
• Nuclear Energy Institute
• NRC
• White Pine County
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Availability

LSN primary mission -- support scientific and 
legal teams of the parties to the proceeding
Distinguishes between priority users and 
public
• To ensure participant access during peak usage

Participants can obtain priority user IDs
• Save searches
• Identify recently added items

Public may lose ability to search via LSN
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Search: A Google-Like 
Simple Search
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. . . Will Result in This

With Permission of Jim Day, Las Vegas Review-Journal
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Using Advanced Search
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Search Using Suggest More
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Search Via Saved Queries
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Search Results

Intelligent summary

Select to view header, text, image
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Using Information Found 
in Header

Size of document

Date of document

Expect text/image online?
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Track Changed Documents
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Links for Research
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Link to Electronic 
Information Exchange (EIE)
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Help is Available

Topic walk-throughs
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Quick Help

Help
pop-ups
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In Summary

Single, well-organized site
Using powerful retrieval software 
With comprehensive tools to find 
and identify documents
Focused result sets 
To overcome drawbacks of a large, 
homogenous collection



11/16/04
Page 23

Point of Contact

Margie Janney
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop T3-F23
Washington, DC 20555-0001

(301) 415-7245
maj@nrc.gov
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